
 
 

“I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” Mk: 1-8 
 

January 8, 2021 
 
Dear St. Helena Friends & Families, 
Happy New Year to everyone!  May God continue to bless us all and answer our prayers for a healthy, 
happy year.  January is a busy month at school and there is lots of news in this update, from the Raffle to 
Catholic Schools’ Week!  Please read, and as always, feel free to contact us with any questions.  
 
Our week of distance learning went well, even for our youngest learners, but we’re looking forward to 
seeing students in person.  As we’ve all experienced during 2020 things are constantly changing and it 
has required everyone to be flexible and understanding.  The school receives new information on 
COVID-related topics nearly every day.  What we plan on a Monday may need to change by Thursday, 
therefore it is important that we maintain open communication.  Parents, please remember to screen 
your child(ren) everyday for symptoms of illness.  

Please review the MDH Home Screening Guide (attached)  
before your child(ren) returns to St. Helena.  

 
Returning Grades 5-8 to In-person Learning - January 19, 2021 

It is encouraging to see state and community COVID case numbers continuing a downward trend.  At this 

time, we are planning to have the middle school students return to in-person learning on Tuesday, 

January 19.  That will give us time to view the updated data from after the holidays. Families with middle 

school students should maintain vigilant protocols: masking, social distancing, keeping students at home, 

and taking only essential trips.  We will only be able to maintain  a consistent in-person learning 

environment for our students if we keep COVID cases and exposure away from our students and staff.  

Important Dates to Remember 
January 11 ⇨ K - 4 Students return to school 
January 11 ⇨ Volunteer Network Meeting 
January 15 ⇨ Catholic School Raffle Kick-Off 
January 18 ⇨ NO SCHOOL in observance of MLK Day 
January 19 ⇨ Students 5th - 8th return to school 
January 28 ⇨ End of Second Quarter 
January 29 ⇨ NO SCHOOL Teacher Inservice Day 
January 31 - February 6 ⇨ Catholic Schools’ Week 

 

 



In This Edition: 
● Kindergarten Enrollment VIP Week - January 4 - 8, 2021 ENDS TODAY! 
● Catholic School Raffle - sponsored by Catholic United Financial 
● Every Meal - A New Partnership 
● Continuous Enrollment  
● Aim Higher Scholarship Applications Open  

 
Attachments: 

● Vaccination information from the Archdiocese 
● Aim Higher Scholarship Flyer 
● Home Screening Tool for COVID 19 Symptoms 
● Dr. Jules Nolan - Parenting Sessions for January 
● Every Meal Flyer 

 
Kindergarten Enrollment for VIPs 

Very Important Parishioners, Preschoolers & Current Parents 
It’s time to think about kindergarten for 2021-2022!  If you are a current parent, parishioner, or have a 
preschooler at St. Helena, we will waive the $100 registration fee and offer a $150 discount on 2021-22 
tuition when you register by January 8th.  After January 8th, we will open enrollment to other 
families, so this is a limited time offer for current families only!  Please contact the office if you have 
any questions.  

 
Catholic Schools Raffle 
Let’s make St. Helena’s first year in the Catholic United Financial Raffle one for the record books! 
Students from St. Helena Catholic School will join students from 82 other schools across Minnesota, 
North Dakota, and South Dakota in selling the $5 tickets.  Each ticket purchased gives ticket buyers the 
opportunity to win a 2021 Ford EcoSport (or $20,000 in cash), or other great prizes totaling $40,000 in 
value.  Best of all, every penny of every ticket sold stays at St. Helena thanks to the Raffle’s sole sponsor 
Catholic United Financial.  The St. Paul-based company provides all the prizes and promotion materials 
for the Raffle at no cost to the participating schools. 
Now in its twelfth year, the Catholic Schools Raffle has raised over $9.5 million!  We hope to sell enough 
tickets to raise $50,000.  The money raised allows us to provide tuition assistance, update technology 
systems, or to cover the cost of special learning opportunities. 
Ticket sales begin January 15 and run through February 28.  The Grand Prize drawing ceremony takes 
place at 11:00 a.m. (CST) on Thursday, March 11 at the Catholic United Financial Home Office in St. Paul, 
MN.  Raffle updates, a full list of participating schools, and all the prizes can be found on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/CatholicSchoolsRaffle. 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/CatholicSchoolsRaffle


 
 
Every Meal Partnership 
Healthy eating is important for all children.  At St. Helena Catholic School, we work hard to ensure 
students receive a healthy lunch each day to support their developing brains and bodies.  Research 
shows that children who eat regular, nutritious meals are more likely to attend school and be engaged in 
learning. 
We are excited to partner with Every Meal (formerly The Sheridan Story) to offer a free weekend food 
program to all our students.  Every Meal is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a mission to fight 
child hunger through community and school partnerships.  They strive to make a difference in children’s 
lives by focusing on food gaps like weekends, school breaks, and summer when they can’t receive food in 
school. 

● Free for all families 
● No enrollment with Every Meal needed by students at St. Helena 
● Every Meal food bags include 4-5 pound bag of nutritious, non-perishable food each week 
● Every Meal does not collect information from families; privacy is protected 
● Available throughout the entire school year  
● Different bag types available that correspond with various dietary preferences 

 
Please contact Mr. Chris Benefield at benefield@sainthelenaschool.us or call the school office for more 
information on how your child can receive Every Meal weekend food bags.  
 
Continuous Enrollment 
All families should have received a letter in the mail explaining St. Helena’s move to a continuous 
enrollment process.   In short, all current students will be automatically enrolled for the 2021/22 school 
year.   No action is needed at this time, unless your child will not be returning to St. Helena.  
In which case, we ask that parents/guardians to notify the school in writing by January 25, 2021. 
Attached is a digital copy of the letter and Frequently Asked Questions in both English and Spanish. 
 
Aim Higher Scholarships 
Our partners at Aim Higher are accepting scholarship applications.  Families can now access the Aim 
Higher checkbox on the financial aid applications available in TADS.  The deadline for applications is 
February 19, 2021 which is also our registration deadline.  Please see the attached flyers for more 
information.  

 
Together in Christ, 
Ellen Rian, Ed.S 
Principal 

 

mailto:benefield@sainthelenaschool.us
http://mytads.com/

