
 
 
June 22, 2020 
 
 
Dear St. Helena Friends & Families: 
 
Congratulations to all our young people who celebrated their Confirmation with us on Sunday, and 
our First Communicant class of 2020! It was wonderful that students were able to make these 
important sacraments. I hope you take a few moments to read the attached article from NCEA. I 
pray our school is a place for children to learn that all of us are created in the image and likeness of 
God.  
 
New K-8 Language Arts Curriculum 
I have more exciting curriculum news for St. Helena! This winter, the GHR Foundation, in 
partnership with Achievement Network invited us to participate in a Catholic school cohort and 
receive a grant to purchase an entirely new English/Language Arts curriculum! The teachers and I 
were able to virtually complete the curriculum review and selected the very highly rated My View 
(K-5) and My Perspective (6-8). A school-wide curriculum from one publisher will provide 
consistency and continuity for students as they move from grade to grade. It also has a robust 
online format and includes a wide variety of rich literary learning experiences. Participation in the 
cohort comes with weekly coaching by a literacy expert to guide teachers in implementation and 
provide professional development. Our goal is to deliver rigorous, standards-aligned, high-quality 
instruction informed by data and student work to ensure that all students get the support they need 
to reach or exceed their potential.  
 
Planning for September 
I’m grateful to say that principals are receiving expert guidance on how to safely and effectively 
reopen schools in the fall. The Catholic Schools Task Force has prioritized the completion of the 
Archdiocesan Protocols for Reopening Catholic School Buildings. This document is currently 
undergoing a thorough review and will be available to principals in the first week of July. I have 
formed a Reopening Committee and we’ll start our review/revision of our Pandemic Preparedness 
& Response Plan once we receive the protocols.  
 



In addition, I attended a three-part series of webinars facilitated by national education experts, 
Bellweather Education and Achievement Network, to examine in-depth critical areas; especially 
academic priorities, social-emotional /environment, and operations and facilities.  
 
Our fabulous CSCOE continues to hold Principal meetings focused on supporting our Catholic 
elementary schools.  This month sub-committees presented on topics that are essential to address 
for our reopening.  St. Helena will be prepared for any circumstance regarding a safe learning 
environment, but our very first priority is to continue in-person and on-site learning, which is the 
way children learn best.  
 
Summer-Long Learning! 
I hope and pray that everyone is enjoying their summer and finding new activities to explore.  

New Content on the Distance/Summer Learning Link 
3M’s Science at Home program provides fun and educational science experiments for students ages 
6-12. These simple, at-home experiments conducted by 3M scientists use common household items 
and are designed to reinforce core scientific principles. Parents, we encourage you to use these at 
home some rainy day! 

100K in a 100 Days - Schulze Family Foundation Challenge Grant 
Last weekend, we announced in the Church Bulletin that the Schulze Family Foundation is again 
confidently investing in our Catholic schools in the form of a Challenge Grant. St. Helena has the 
opportunity to receive a $20,000 matching gift! We hope you can help us meet that challenge and 
double your donation dollars! If you haven’t yet made a contribution to our 100K appeal, please 
prayerfully consider doing so today.  
 
Our middle school & COMPAS Artist-in-Residence mosaic art project is finished! The students were 
working on this stunning piece when we closed. Mr. Armando Gutierrez came back to finish it. Soon 
it will be hung and serve as a reminder of God’s love for us! This project was made possible by a 
grant from the Carolyn Foundation.  
 

https://www.sainthelenaschool.us/distancelearning


 

 
 
Together in Christ, 
Ellen Rian, Ed.S 
Principal  
 



Aim Higher Scholarship Announcement - third notice 
 
Aim Higher has begun accepting TADS applications for the summer cycle. As mentioned 
previously, they expect to award more than double the number of scholarships that were 
awarded last summer.  
 
Given the continued economic uncertainty due to COVID-19, all applications submitted prior 
to February 18 will be considered during the summer. Priority in the summer cycle will be 
given to:  

1. Children who are new to Catholic schools and  

2. Children from families who experienced financial hardship due to COVID-19. 

There are three sets of directions depending on the families we are seeking to serve. We 
have included detailed directions in this attachment you can print, and on the Aim Higher 
website. The groups are:  

1. Families that have not applied to TADS for 20-21. Their task: Apply to TADS 

 
2. Families that applied to TADS prior to June 1, but their financial circumstances 

have changed due to COVID 19. Their task: Update existing TADS information using 
our new online form 
 

3. Families that applied to TADS between February 19 and May 31. Their task: Add 
Aim Higher to their existing Application 

https://aimhigherfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-Summer-Application-Aim-Higher-Foundation.pdf
https://aimhigherfoundation.org/2020/06/this-summer-more-1000-catholic-school-scholarships-available/
https://aimhigherfoundation.org/2020/06/this-summer-more-1000-catholic-school-scholarships-available/

